Significance of multiple types of antibodies on red blood cells of patients with positive direct antiglobulin test: a study of monospecific antiglobulin reactions in 85 patients.
Blood samples from 85 patients with a positive direct antiglobulin test were tested with monospecific antiglobulin reagents: anti-IgG, anti-IgM, anti-IgA, and anti-C3. No typical pattern of antiglobulin reaction could be correlated with specific diseases except for the patients with methyldopa-induced positive direct antiglobulin test, all of whom had only IgG on their red blood cells. The presence of more than 1 type of antibody on red blood cells was associated with severe haemolysis. These patients responded less frequently to steroids, and in most of them no underlying disease could be found. Most patients with complement alone on red blood cells had no evidence of haemolysis, and when present it was never severe.